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66 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 



Animadversions on a Paper Entituled Virginia Ad- 
dresses, Printed in Philadelphia. 



Continued. 



To prove the latter part of this Remark, we wish they would 
shew us anyone that voted for this Address who has since dis- 
claimed it, or since they pretend to be sure of the Majority of 
votes, that they would let the Assembly meet and retract it 
there, till which time it is an Easy thing to say what they will, 
of an Assembly without doors. 

2. Remarks on the Grand Jurys Address. 

It is said of the Grand Jurys Address, that it was sign'd by 
21 Gentlemen, whereof divers are Equall in Estates to the 
Council and none so inconsiderable as some of the Addressing 
Bvu-gesses, and to show how disinterested they were, that 
but one of them had a place of profit under the Govemovu". 

Answ' There is nothing but fallacy in all this remark 
consisting in the words diverse and some. If they had a mind 
to compare Estates would they not have compared the Grand 
Jiutys Estates in general! with those of the Addressing Burgesses 
in general!? And tho this would not have been equall except 
this Grand Jtuy had been confined to two of a County as the 
Burgesses are, yet it will be found for all this, that the ad vant- 
age lyes on the Biu-gesses side. As for the Comparing them 
with the Council, that had been better let alone, because it 
only gives occasion to remember that the Council used to 
be chosen of the men of the best Estates & Interests of any in 
the Country, till the Govemour broke thro ' this, as he had broke 
thro' many other Good Rules by bringing in one into the 
Council who has neither Estate nor Interest, but however the 
other Ten that are left are able to buy out his 21 Grand Jury 
men twice over. 

It is indeed more material to observe that there was but one 
of them that had a place of profit under the Govemour. But 
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besides that one place in his own gift, the Clerks (it is well 
known) are preferred or turned out at the Govemours pleasure, 
sererall others had had places of profit from him while the 
Agencies lasted, others are engaged with him in the same bot- 
tom of the Indian Company and some others are their Store- 
keepers, if all these should be drawn out and their near kindred 
and adherents, there will be few or none left, and these fraught 
with Expectations which commonly have as great Influence 
as Actuall Possession. 

2. Remarks on the House of Btugesses 

Address. 

Opposite to this of the Estates, of the Grand Jury it is said, 
that this Address of the Burgesses is voted by 22 of the most 
wrathfull Members severall of which had been turned out of 
place for Seditions & Scandalous behaviour. 

Answ'. This is nothing but meer Spite and malice, the 
Gentlemen are known to be as free from sedition as any men 
in the Coimtry. There were some of them indeed the Gover- 
nour had turned out from being Justices of the Peace and other 
Officers because they had thwarted some of his projects in the 
Assembly. But the mention of Scandall had better have been 
forbore because a principal Member of this Grand Jviry, and 
a very great favourite was formerly so Scandalous that the 
Govemoiu- himself heretofore said Publickly on the bench in 
the Generall Court, if he happened to sit near him he would 
look to his pockets, and that Gentlemen had never offered to 
clear himself that we have heard, of that Scandalous fact, 
which occasioned that Expression, tho he has been often 
urged to it. 

3d. Remark on the Grand Jurys Address. 

This Address was formed after 22 Countys and the Clergy 
in Convention had Addressed to the same purpose. 

Answ'. The Clergy in Virginia are in such precarious 
Circumstances, and many of them otherwise so obnoxious, 
that if they do not keep in the Govemours favour, they nm the 
hazard of loosing their Benefices, and therefore it is no wond^ 
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the Major part of them have alwayes been ready vouchers for 
all Govemotirs to secure themselves in their vicious behaviour. 
As to the Laity of the 22 Ck)imtys we are to understand it only, 
that some in each of these 22 Countys have addressed but farr 
from the generallity of the Principle Inhabitants, nor do the 
Addresses all run in the same strain of condemning the House 
of Burgesses. The only Sure way to try the pulce of the Country 
to vent\u-e a New Election and that will discover how many 
of the wrathfvdl Burgesses will be laid aside, and how many 
of this flattering Grand Jury will be chosen. 

3. Remarks on the House of Burgesses Address. 

This Address was framed when the Burgesses had not one 
single grievance offered to them from the Country. 

Answ'. There is a great fallacy in this remark for the 
Country had sent diverse Grievances the Session before this, 
and the Assembly to the great expence of the Covmtry had sat 
long, and provided Laws; all which Laws the Governor had 
frustrated, by a Prorogation. So they began now to think they 
had but one Grievance, which till it was removed, it was in vain 
to think of sending any more. Strangers may think this not 
sending of Grievances proceeded from the easiness and good 
humour of the Coimtry, but the Inhabitants knew it was 
Quite otherwise, and that they thought the Assembly ought to 
begin where they left off or not proceed at all. 

4. Remark on the Grand Jiuy's Address. 

This Address is Justified by the Voluntary Declarations that 
have been Subscribed by the Generallity of the Justices, Clergy, 
& prindpall Inhabitants of Virginia. 

Answ'. Strangers may think that this is something different 
from the last of the 22 Countys : But it is nothing but the same 
thing over again, only the calling their Addresses, voluntary 
declarations, one would think by what is here said of them, 
that they came freely without so much as asking, whereas 
it is notoriously known all over Virginia, that they were pressed 
with all the Interest and artifices of the Govemour and his 
friends many honest Gentlemen were trapped into them by 
being persuaded that they were only Compliments to the Gov- 
emour, And really knew not what they sign'd, others have 
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been scared into them by threats, nay they have been told in 
many Countys that if they refused to Sign the Address they did 
thereby declare themselves the Govemours Accusers, some 
persons names have been forged to them to draw others into 
them. And to persuade the people into them a Story was set 
abroad,that the old Council was changed and that the Govemour 
had a new Council to his own mind And that the King had re- 
fused to receive an Address from the House of Burgess because 
it was not Transmitted thro ' the hands of the Govemour, all 
which proved f alee tho ' it served a ttmi in blinding and wheed- 
ling some people into these Addresses. But after all it is not 
the generallity of the principall Inhabitants that would come into 
them notwithstanding all the misinformations, and promises, 
and threats that were used to promote them. 

4th. Remarke on the House of Burgesses Address. 

This Address has but foiir Ridiculous Articles to Support it, 
and the Contrivers thereof are so sencible of the fallacy that they 
have refused to give Seauity for the proof of their charge. 

Answ'. These Articles which the Author of the Remarks 
out of the abtmdance of his good manners calls ridiculous 
relate to matters of the greatest Consequence. 

1st. One of them relates to the Tenures of their lands, 
whither they should be forfeited contrary to their Pattents 
for non-Payment of Qmtt Rents tho there are Effects upon the 
land to pay them? 

2. Another is concerning the Priviledges of their House, 
whether they had power to punish >those that stood out in Con- 
tempt of their Authority, and broke away fron the Custody of 
their Messenger? and whether their Members are to be hectored 
and abused when they are sent by the House in Civil Messages 
to the Govemour. 

3. A third was concerning the Burgesses Sallarys, whether 
they should be levied of Course by the Cotmty Covuts, as they 
had been time out of mind, or whether they must be every 
Session put into the Book of claims, and so run the Hazard of 
being rejected by the Govemour & Council, if the Burgesses 
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do not behave themselves to their likeing, to the utter other- 
throw of the liberty not only of that House but of the whole 
Coimtry. 

4. A Fourth was whether by a misinterpretation of an Act 
of Assembly the Govemour should have power to call for what 
money he pleased out of their Treasury, to be spent about his 
House, Gardens, Fish ponds &c. after he had made them believe 
that £250 wotild finish all, Instead of which he has already 
called for £1600, and they see no End of his further Demands. 

If these be ridicxilous Articles let any one Judge, As to what is 
further said in this Remark that the Contrivers of the Articles 
had refused to give Sectuity for the proof of their Charge. 
This is to lead the unwary Reader into an Opinion that they only 
intended to defame the Govemour but not to prosecute their 
Charge before his Majesty whereas the only thing they refused, 
was to lay a Thousand pound Wager upon the Success of 
their Complaint at the Court of England, wisely Judging that 
it was neither a piece of good manners to his Majesty to use 
their Complaints to him like Stock jobbers, as if his Majestys 
Justice were as casuall as an Horse race or a Battle, nor Suitable 
to the Dignity or Gravity of their House or the Trust reposed 
in them by the people to spend their time so ridiculously in 
Wagers, nor Suitable to Justice, if they must do it upon their 
own Money, to give their minds a byass by getting or loosing 
in any Cause of the Publick. 

So much in Answer to the said Printed Addresses & Remarks. 

And now to add a few Short Remarks into the Bargain. 

First the House of Burgesses was chosen fairly by the body 
of the freeholders of the Country. The Grand Jury was 
pickt by an under Sherrif a Creature of the Govemours. 

2. The House of Burgesses Address with the Articles that 
Support it were fully debated in the House and then voted 
and passt. The Grand Jurys Address was not debated at all, 
but as it was brought in ready framed, so it was Swallowed 
without chewing. 

3. The House of Burgesses Address was Surported with facts 
of their own knowledge, so notorious that no body that is Ac- 
quainted with the Country can have the least doubt of them. 
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The Grand Jurys and the other Addresses were procured by 
many Sinister practices, giving out false news of the change 
of the Council and downright Scandalous lyes of Severall 
particular Gentlemen. — 

4. The House of Burgesses were under no temptation to 
make their Address if they had not thought it their duty and 
a Service to their Cotmtry, for they were sure to forfeit all 
hopes of preferment to profit and Honour they might otherwise 
have expected from this Government. 

The Grand Jury were under all the temptations, that the 
favotir of a Government brings along with it, for they knew he 
has all places of profit and Honour in the Government at his 
disposall, and they were cheiEly Persons that had been made 
use of to run about the Country to procure the Addresses in 
the County's. 



